
Sage Person (over 60)

Rob Pearman-Local Life presenter, Radio Verulam

Rob Pearman volunteers for both Radio Verulam and the St Albans and District Talking 
Newspaper which, before Covid-19, produced and distributed on USB sticks readings of 
news stories from local newspapers plus interviews, stories and other local information for 
around 100 visually impaired local residents. Rob was therefore in a unique position to 
facilitate a change to the Talking Newspaper’s way of working in collaboration with Radio 
Verulam. He was already using part of the Talking Newspaper’s programming in a weekly 
programme on Radio Verulam called “Local Life” which also includes our weekly 
environmental issues programme “Environment Matters”.

The Talking Newspaper could no longer use their studios safely nor distribute the USBs. 
But they could broadcast their output via Radio Verulam. Working together with Radio 
Verulam and the Talking Newspaper Rob was innovative in adapting both the usual Talking
Newspaper output and Radio Verulam schedule to include a regular weekly one hour 
programme which has been so successful with general listeners as well as Talking 
Newspaper clients that it has now been expanded to two hours a week.

The Talking Newspaper, with help from Radio Verulam, were also quickly able to buy some
radio sets for those Talking Newspaper customers without them and deliver them pre-
tuned to Radio Verulam. 

This had a direct impact on the over 100 visually impaired local residents who could not 
receive weekly programmes on USB sticks. Plus exposed Talking Newspaper programmes
to a much wider audience locally.

As a result of Rob’s efforts in producing and editing the “Local Life” programmes Radio 
Verulam has been broadcasting extended programmes containing specific news, advice 
and information for St Albans residents and those across the wider area of South 
Hertfordshire from local councils, health professionals, Citizen’s Advice, Community 
volunteers services and local leaders including the St Albans MP and leader of St Albans 
Council. All the many contributions to the programmes have been co-ordinated from Rob’s 
home and produced and edited by him.

This was a major change for both organisations and accomplished in days thanks to an 
initial tireless commitment by Rob who is also continuing to edit and produce the 
programme weekly. He has also combined this with home schooling his grandchildren 
throughout the Lockdown!

Rob deserves recognition for his dedicated and important work in supporting both Radio 
Verulam and Talking Newspaper listeners over a very difficult period.


